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1.1 FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the wonderful world of Speedway, one of the most popular 

forms of Motorsport in New Zealand. 

Speedway gives you the opportunity to start racing at virtually any age 

or level, with the chance to progress through different classes and 

stages that suit your ability and budget. 

Speedway can also lead to competing against top national and 

international competitors, both here and overseas. While speedway can 

be a very competitive sport, for most itõs all about having fun and 

enjoying the friendship of fellow competitors and the wider speedway 

community, most Clubs also have a strong social side. 

Basically, you can get as much out of the sport as you want to put in ð 

both in terms of budget and time. 

I wish you well in your endeavours as you partake in the Speedway 

experience and hope this information will make it easier for you to get 

involved in our exciting sport, while taking some of the mystery out of 

what goes on behind the scenes. 

See you at the track! 

Peter Kuriger 

President 

Speedway New Zealand Inc 
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1.2 STARTING OUT 
 

 

 

Speedway NZ oversees 24 tracks Nationwide, who race a mix of 24 

different speedway classes from about October through to May.  

 

There is something for everyone, from the high powered and glamorous 

Superstocks, Super Saloons and 

Sprintcars, through to the classes based 

on a road-going vehicle, such as 

Ministocks  and Production Saloons. 

  

In total , there are around 2,600 

competitors throughout the country, 

ranging from 5 to 70 years of age.  

 

Around 450-500 first year drivers start 

out every season, a high proportion in 

the Stockcar, Ministock, Streetstock 

and Production Saloon classes. 

However nearly every class has òrookieó 

drivers every season, so get out there 

and give it a go! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want More Information? Try these websites.... 

 

www.speedway.co.nz - Speedway NZõs website. There are links to tracks, the rules and 

regulations, season calendars and much more.  

 

www.youtube.com - NZ speedway video clips galore! 

 

Track websites - Each track has its own website. They are a great way to get in touch 

with the people you need to talk to on a local level, and be informed about local 

happenings. Speedway NZõs website links to all track websites via the òtracksó page. 
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Most Popular Classes  

for new competitors 

in 2009/10 

 

1 Youth Ministocks 

2 Stockcars 

3 Production Saloons 

4 Streetstocks 

5 Sidecars 

6 Adult Ministocks 

 

 

2.1 WHICH CLASS IS RIGHT FOR ME? 

 

You may already have a class in mind that you want to compete in, and if 

you have ð great! 

 

If you donõt, then the following information may be of use when making 

your decision.  

 

Class overview 

 

Speedway in New Zealand is grouped into a total of 24 different classes, 

but not all classes are raced at all tracks and others may not be of 

interest.  

 

Some questions to consider when deciding which class to race could 

include:- 

 

- How experienced am I? 

- How much time can I devote to racing and preparation? 

- What sort of racing am I interested in, e.g. car or motorcycle, 

contact or non-contact? 

- Which classes are raced where I live? 

- What is my budget? 

 

Adults have a choice of National and Regional classes, with separate 

categories for Youth competitors. Overviews of each class follows, but 

for more information download a copy of the Speedway NZ rulebook at 

www.speedway.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most Popular Classes  

for all competitors 

in 2009/10 

 

1 Stockcars 

2 Youth Ministocks 

3 Streetstocks 

4 Superstocks 

5 Production Saloons 

6 Saloons 
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National Classes 

 

The 12 National classes are the showpieces of the sport, where the 

competitors are eligible to compete for the coveted 1NZ at the official 

New Zealand championship, and also Grand Prix, North Island and South 

Island titles.  New competitors are welcome in these classes at any time, 

which can be categorised into four distinct groups ð Contact grades, 

Saloon based, Open Wheel and Motorcycle. You must be 16 years of age 

to compete. 

 

 

Contact Classes 

 

Superstock: A mix of raw power and deliberate contact has 

seen the Superstock class endure as one of New Zealandõs 

most popular sporting entertainments for over 50 years. With a 

purpose built chassis and 4 litre engine capacity, the class is 

one of the glamour divisions of NZ speedway.  

 

Stockcar: The largest class in speedway runs to the same racing 

rules as Superstocks, but has additional Technical restraints to 

keep costs in check. Speeds are slightly less as a result, but the 

action can be just as entertaining.  

 

Streetstock: Based on a strengthened roadcar, Streetstocks 

have limited contact rules, and are the most affordable 

National class. Particularly strong in the South Island, they are 

the only speedway division where racing occurs in both 

directions around a track (although not at the same time). 

 

Saloon Based 

 

Super Saloon: The wide tyred, fibreglass clad òbig bangersó 

provide spectacular wheel to wheel action, and are crowd 

favourites when they appear in large numbers. Minimum weight 

is linked to engine capacity, to ensure a level playing field.  

 

Saloon: Similar to a Super Saloon, but with additional 

restrictions, Saloons are the newest and fastest growing 

National class. Body must resemble a road-going vehicle, 

which makes them attractive and recognisable for spectators.  
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Open Wheel Classes 

 

Sprintcars: The òwinged wondersó of the speedway scene are 

also popular in Australia and the USA. The combination of a 

high powered V8 engine and a massive wing ensure they are 

the fastest vehicles on four wheels around NZ speedway tracks. 

  

Midgets: The first 4-wheeled speedway class originated in the 

1930õs, Midgets are staging something of a resurgence at 

present. Their power to weight ratio and fine handling balance 

requires a high level of skill, and ensures spectacular wheel-to-

wheel action that can wow the crowds. 

 

TQ Midgets: A òThree Quarteró Midget, TQõs are a pocket rocket 

version of their larger siblings, running a Motorcycle engine 

and providing an excellent introduction into the world of Open 

Wheel racing.  

 

Minisprints: Running a midget-sized chassis with a 1400cc 

engine and moderate wing, Minisprints are another class that 

is proving its worth as a stepping stone, while still providing 

the benefits of a National class. Currently raced only in the 

North Island. 

 

Modifieds: This class evolved from Saloons, and now sits 

alongside its Open Wheel brethren as a predominantly V8 

category with a fibreglass body and big wing. A large field 

produces stunning action and terrific speed, as the drivers 

throw their cars around the track.  

 

Motorcycle Classes 

 

Solos: The original speedway class dating back to the 1920õs, 

the 500cc motorcycle still provide a pathway to a professional 

career in the sport thanks to their overseas popularity, 

particularly in Europe. NZ has produced 3 World Champions.  

 

Sidecars: Not for the faint hearted, Sidecars have moved 

forward massively over the last few years, reaching new 

heights in presentation and professionalism. Competitors  

also have an official World title to aspire to.  
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Regional Classes 

 

Regional classes are viewed as more of an introduction to the sport, 

while also catering to Youth and perhaps those Adults on more of a 

budget. There are no National or Island titles in these classes, but 

tracks are still eligible to host local championships and special events.  

 

 

Ministocks: Based on 1200cc Toyota or Nissan road cars from 

the 1970õs and 80õs, Ministocks look exactly like òMini 

Stockcarsó, but the racing rules are a far cry from Stockcars 

with no deliberate contact permitted. Youth Ministocks cater 

for 12-16 year olds, utilising the same Technical rules as the 

Adult class. 

 

Production Saloons: Another excellent entry-level class, based 

on a modified road going or òProductionó vehicle under 4 litres, 

with no contact allowed. A wide variety of makes and models 

are competitive in the category, both front wheel and rear 

wheel drive, so there is something for everyone here.  

 

Modified Sprints: Similar to a Minisprint, but with a motorcycle engine, Modified 

Sprints are currently raced in the South Island only. 

 

Quarter Midgets: The Youth class for the Open Wheel 

categories, these purpose-built racecars have a 200cc engine 

limit and are suitable for 8-15 year olds. Popular in Auckland in 

Christchurch. 

 

Youth Saloons: These 1600cc Production Saloons are currently raced in Invercargill 

only, where they enjoy a good following. 

 

Junior Solos: The stepping stone for Solo Motorcycles, 

competitors from the age of 8-15 can race on specially built 

125cc, 200cc or 250cc machines, depending on age. Some 

facilities also have a small inside track, especially for Juniors. 

 

Peewee Solos: The first step into speedway for 5-8 years olds, where they can learn the 

ropes in a safe environment on a Motorcross bike.  


